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2+2=100 


A friend once told me that he had discovered that in 
marriage two and two make a hundred. When | asked 
him what on earth he meant by this he gave me the 
following explanation. ‘“When | have a row with my 
wife | am convinced that | am ninety-eight per cent 
in the right and she believes the same of herself, but 
when we each try to remedy the remaining two per 
cent and apologize for it the row is a hundred per cent 
over.’ These mathematics are infallible. The little 
words “I’m sorry,” ‘‘You’re quite right,’” have trans- 
forming powers within marriage. But of course they 
only work when | use them of my own free will—not 


when | at last manage to force my wife to realize her 


own failings and apologize for them. 


—THEODOR BOVET in Love, Skill & Mystery, a Handbook to Marriage, 
just published by Doubleday & Co., N. Y. (See also page 15.) 








Letters to the Editors 


The Outlook Helped 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

... The recent issues of THe OUTLOOK 
have provided me with more usable ma- 
terial on the Pittsburgh Assembly than 
I have found in any other publication. 
I have been able to base two sermons on 
material from THE OUTLOOK. One yester- 
day on “A New Church Is Born” and next 
Sunday on “The Program of the New 
Church.” 

Before material had reached my desk 
from any other source, THE OUTLOOK gave 
me what I needed. Also I learned in 
your publication about honorary degrees 
being awarded to some of the Philadelphia 
Board staff long since, and have not seen 
anything about this in any other publi- 
cation. It surely testifies that you have 
the “scoop”! I need your publication to 
inform me on what is happening in my 
denomination!.... 





Gorpon W. MATTICE. 
Jamaica, N. Y. 


Table Graces 


To THe OUTLOOK: 

As chairman of the Christian Education 
Committee of the Session of Bel-Mar Pres- 
byterian Church, Tampa, Fla., it is my 
purpose to stress (in addition to the more 
usual activities coming under the pur- 
view of my committee) two matters of 
education that originate in the home, 
namely table grace and daily Bible read- 
ings, through the use of some one of the 
daily devotional helps. 

As you know, many younger couples 
coming into the church have only a vague 
idea of what table grace is, and would be, 
in many cases, at a loss as to what to say. 
To meet their need, I have composed six 


~ 
can be readily learned, not only by adults 
but also by such children as may be in 
the family. 

It has occurred to me that you might 
think it worthwhile to pass this idea, and 
the verses, on to your readers. 

LYNN H. Harris. 
Tampa, Fla. 


Verses for Table Grace 


LYNN H. HARRIS 
For Thy gifts we thank Thee, 
Father kind and good; 
Bless to us, we pray Thee, 
This our daily food. 


Lord, bless to us, for Thy name’s sake, 
Thy gifts of which we now partake. 


Thy bounties, Lord, who can recite? 

Teach us to use them all aright. 

The cattle on the hills are Thine 

And all on which the sun does shine; 

We thank Thee that Thy generous 
heart 

Has dealt to us so large a part. 

As we break our daily bread, 

Lord, we raise our thankful prayer 

For all mercies on us shed 

Through Thy never-failing care. 

For what Thou hast bestowed, O Lord, 

We thank Thee, all with one accord. 


Freedom of Pulpit 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send 400 copies of the statement 
by the General Assembly entitled “Free- 
dom of the Pulpit” (OuTLooK, June 9), 
for insertion in our church bulletin. ... 

DcrHaM, N. C. 

... 400 copies. CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

Bic SprinG, TEXAS. 


CARTERSVILLE, Ga. 


... 450 copies. 





. 200 copies. 





simple table graces in verse form, which 


FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 


EXCELLENCE 
IS OUR 
AIM 





Marshall Scott Woodson, President 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 











Presbyterian e@ Coeducational 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) 


letics. Domitories. Summer session. 
Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President. 


KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 

Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty-acre compus. Ath- 
Board, room and tuition $895. 


Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


@ Founded 1867 











QUEENS 


COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
-B. and B.S. degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church afliliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 





2b. 150 copies. SuMTER, S. C. 


.-- 100 copies. NorFOLK, VA. 


—etc., etc. 


NOTE—This statement is available at 
12 for 25¢ (minimum); 25 for 40¢; 50 or 
more, 1¢ each; $1 per 100. 


Nat Reiney Heads 
Children’s Home 


Nat K. Reiney, Lewisburg, Tenn., 
elder and former president of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Assembly’s Men’s Coun- 
cil is to become the new head of the 
Monroe Harding Children’s Home, 
Nashville, Tenn., succeeding Otis L. 
Graham, who has become a pastor in 
Crystal City, Mo. 

Mr. Reiney has been secretary-treas- 
urer of the American Pencil Co. for 19 
years. He has been active on all levels 
of the church’s life, carrying many re- 
sponsibilities in Lewisburg and else- 
where. He is a member of the General 
Council and the Assembly’s Evangelism 
Committee at the present time. 

The children’s home in Nashville is 
an institution of the Synod of Tennessee. 


‘61 Invitations Sought 
Churches that are seeking the 1961 
Presbyterian, U.S., General Assembly 
have been invited to forward their invi- 
tations to the office of the General As- 
sembly in Atlanta or to President Wal- 
lace M. Alston of Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga., who is chairman of the 
centennial committee. Such invitations 
are to be in hand before next January 1. 
Next year the Assembly will meet in the 
Druid Hills church, Atlanta, Ga. In 
1960 the Riverside church, Jacksonville, 


Fla., will be the meeting place. 


Peace (ollege 


Raleigh. North Carolina 





At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian . . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty: members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESLEY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 


At Statesville, North Carolina in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Presbyterian. Dedi- 
cated to the Christian education of youth. Ac- 
credited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. High standards, excellent 
instruction. Preparation for advanced academic 
work; specific vocational training. 

@ Basic Libera] Arts 

@ Terminal Business Education 

@ Voice @ Piano @ Organ 

Informal student activities. Campus dorm for 

women, approved town residences for men. De- 
Mightful climate. Easily accessible. Est. 1856. 
Scholarships, work opportunities. Liberally en- 
dowed. Rate: $794. Catalog. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








MEMBERSHIP in the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist Church in Southern Africa has 
nearly doubled in the last four years, the 
recent world conference of the denomina- 
tion was told in Cleveland. . . . PHtia- 
DELPHIA PRESBYTERY has voted to con- 
duct a special study of juvenile delin- 
quency in that area as a result of the 
recent street gang slaying of In Ho Oh, 
a graduate student at the University of 
Pennsylvania who was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea. . . .AU- 
GUSTANA LUTHERANS voted, at their re- 
cent annual synod meeting, to permit 
laymen to assist in the distribution of the 
elements at the Lord’s Supper. Only or- 
dained ministers have done this formerly. 
They also express the hope that current 
negotiations for a merger of four Lu- 
theran bodies may have ‘“‘the earliest pos- 
sible consummation.”. . . . JoHN How- 
ARD MELIsH, 83, former rector of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Brocklyn, 
may continue to live at the parish rec- 
tory, the Appellate Division has ruled. 
In a 3-2 decision, the Court said Su- 
preme Court Justice Edward G. Baker 
exceeded his authority last March when 
he directed: Dr. Melish to vacate the 
premises and surrender the property to 
his successor. The Court said Dr. Melish 
has the right to the property until re- 
moved by due process of law. A large 
number of leading Episcopal clergy sup- 
ported Dr. Melish. Tue House 
INTER-STATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 
ComMMITTEE has approved and reported 
to the floor a bill that would permit the 
government to make loans to private and 
sectarian hospitals which do not want 
to accept out-right government grants 
under the Hill-Burton Act. . . . THE 
Bitty GRAHAM Evangelistic Association 
will send missionaries into foreign lands 
“to aid programs of Christian religions 
already there.” The announcement was 
made at the recently established head- 
quarters in Charlotte, N. C. These mis- 
sionaries will serve where the services of 
Mr. Graham have been requested in 
cases where he can not respond person- 
SY. oe cd A $60,000 MissION HOSPITAL 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
was dedicated recently in Omepetec, 
Mexico. Under construction three vears, 
the hospital is the first in the deep 
southwest area of Mexico. Opening of 
the hospital was delayed several menths 


by last year’s earthquake which did $10,- 
000 damage to the uncompleted building. 

PROTESTANT CHURCH LEADERS in 
Colorado have organized opposition to 
state legislation designed to permit bingo 
and raffles—a constitutional amendment 
backed by a group of fraternal organi- 
zations, headed by the American Legion. 
... THE SEALANTIC Funp (Rockefeller 
money) has made a grant of $500,000 to 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools Funds, Inc., to provide 45 fel- 
lowships annually for the next five years 
for study toward doctoral degrees by men 
and women preparing for careers as sem- 
inary teachers. The Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund will continue its support for 60 
fellowships a year to younger men who 
are considering the ministry as a career 
—3150,000 a year for the next three 
years. In the last four years this program 
has awarded 187 fellowships. 


Kadel Will Head 
Florida College 


William H. Kadel, pastor of the First 
church, Orlando, Fla., has been named 
president of the new Florida Presbyte- 
rian College. He is expected to begin 
his new work Sept. 1. 

The college is now in process of for- 
mation. A site has not yet been chosen. 

Dr. Kadel is a native of Gettysburg, 
Pa., and a graduate of Gettysburg Col- 
lege and Western Seminary of Pittsburgh. 
He served as pastor of Presbyterian, 
USA, churches until he became an army 
chaplain 1942-45. Since that time he 
has served in the U.S. Church, first at 
the Palma Ceia church in Tampa before 
going to Orlando. He obtained his post- 
graduate degree at Union Seminary in 
Virginia in 1949. 


Millard Takes Job 
Of Stated Clerk 


James A. Millard, Jr., of the faculty 
of Austin (Texas) Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, has accepted the office 
of Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian, U.S., 
General Assembly. 

Recommended by the Permanent Com- 
mittee on the Office of the General As- 
sembly (OuTLook, Apr. 7), Dr. Millard 
was elected at the Charlotte Assembly. 
He will take office in the summer of 
1959. 


A. R. Presbyterians 
Deal With Deacons 


In the recent meeting of the General 
Synod of the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church at Bonclarken, the summer 
conference center in western North Caro- 
lina, B. L. Hamilton of Sharon, S. C., 
became the new Moderator and W. H. 
Stuart, an elder in the Bartow, Florida, 
church was made Moderator-elect, to 
assume office next year. Mr. Stuart is 
chairman of the board of trustees of Er- 
skine College. 

An effort was made in the General 
Synod to amend the form of government 
so as to allow deacons to become mem- 
bers of committees of presbytery and syn- 
od and to vote on financial matters but 
this was defeated. It was also proposed 
that deacons might be sent to presbytery 
or synod as observers but this proposal 
also failed to carry. 

Action was taken to provide for a new 
printing of the Confession of Faith since 
the old edition has been long out of 
print. It was declared that ministers 
coming out of the seminary had been 
unable to secure copies for a good many 
years. It was provided that the Confes- 
sion is to be printed as it now stands 
but it is also proposed that two new 
chapters be added, one on the Holy Spirit 
and the other on the Gospel. 


Tennessee Synod Has 
Human Relations Debate 


A new institution for the synod and a 
debate on human relations matters were 
the major items of interest at the recent 
meeting of the Synod of Tennessee at the 
NaCoMe conference center. 

A $100,000 campaign was authorized 
for 1959 for the establishment of a home 
for the aging. There has been a differ- 
ence of opinion as to whether the synod 
should engage in this kind of service and 
whether this is the best time to launch 
a campaign for funds. The campaign 
was voted and Thomas C. Barr of Trin- 
ity church, Nashville, was made chair- 
man of the campaign committee. 

The session of the Macon Road Church 
in Memphis asked the synod to dismiss 
its Committee on Human Relations which 
had been established last year. Among 
other reasons. for the requested step was 
the declaration that the session knew of 
no racial problems existing in the Synod 
of Tennessee. The synod approved the 








Bills and Overtures recommendations 
that this be answered in the negative. 

The Committee on Human Relatiens 
brought in two recommendations, one 
calling for the trustees of Southwestern 
at Memphis to give serious consideration 
to the admission of all qualified Presby- 
terian applicants. This recommendation 
was rejected by the synod. Some mem- 
bers of the synod had the feeling that 
even if the synod had approved the rec- 
ommendation it could not have been made 
effective. 

The other recommendation, which was 
approved by the synod, permits each 
presbytery using the NaCoMe confer- 
ence center to determine the constituency 
of its own conferences. At the present 
time the NaCoMe trustees have a rule 
calling for integrated conferences on the 
adult level. 





Following a lively debate on the topic, 
the Human Relations Committee was 
urged in a divided vote to use extreme 
caution in dealing with controversial 
matters in the future. 

The Moderator of the synod was Hen- 
ry R. Mahler, Jr., pastor of the Wood- 
land church in Nashville. 

The statistical report showed 110 min- 
isters, 132 churches, 52 ministerial can- 
didates, 31,283 communicants. 


CUMBERLAND ASSEMBLY 


Anti-Segregation Step 

Tabled in Birmingham 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA, (RNS)—A move to 

hold its 1959 General Assembly in a 


city where segregation laws would not 
bar Negro delegates from attending was 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Marshall 
C. Dendy, Presbyterian, U. S., executive sec- 
retary of Christian Education; and Albert J. 
Kissling, Riverside church, Jacksonville, Fla. 


WHY SATAN? 

God created heaven and earth, Adam 
and Eve, and they lived in the Garden 
of Eden in what was a perfect ex- 
istence. Why then did he create Satan? 


Denpy: I think that question is load- 
ed with an assumption, namely, that in 
creating Satan, God is the author of evil. 
That, of course, I do not believe. The 
word Satan is used in the Old Testament 
as synonymous with the word “adver- 
sary” or “opponent.” He is usually por- 
trayed as one who opposes the work of 
God and who seeks to bring about the 
downfall of man. He appears as one who 
waits in the presence of God, accusing 
man, as he did in the case of Job, in a 
story well known to those who are read- 
ers of the Bible. There are angels, of 
course, whom God has created and their 
place undoubtedly is to offer praise and 
worship to God. Their place is to love 
him. They too have been given freedom 
of will whereby they can choose, as can 
man, and whether they respond to all that 
is holy and good rests within themselves. 
To be disobedient, therefore, to the priv- 
ileges of worship and of love and of 
obedience to God will be to bring about 
a condition of sin. I thing II Peter 4 
and the 6th verse of Jude give us a very 
clear indication of the fact that angels 
have fallen. It simply means that they 
have failed to live up to the opportuni- 
ties and capacities God gave them. It is 
through the resistance to evil, through 
saying No to the things that are wrong, 


. 


that the sterling qualities of life are de- 
veloped. It is through man’s being re- 
deemed by the Lord and by the grace of 
God that man comes into his highest 
estate of life. There are mysteries that 
are wrapped up in the universe of which 
we are a part that, I think, man cannot 
answer. As to why evil is here we can 
only say that out of it God has brought 
about a greater glory for man and has 
begotten a greater glory for himself. 


HUSBAND AND CHURCH 


A wife says that her husband joined 
the church some years ago and was for 
a time very active. Suddenly his atti- 
tude changed. Now he refuses even 
to go to church, and this wife wants 
to know what she should do. 


Kisst1nc: I should like to know why 
your husband joined the church and the 
circumstances of his joining it. How 
genuine was his commitment? Let’s take 
for granted that he joined the church be- 
cause he wanted to, he felt a need, and 
he felt that the church could supply that 
need. First of all, I counsel you to keep 
on keeping on! Don’t quit the church no 
matter what happens. Remember that 
religion is caught rather than taught. Per- 
haps he has been observing someone, even 
you yourself, and he doesn’t see the church 
spirit carried out in life. You say he 
suddenly quit. There may be some par- 
ticular thing that caused him to quit. At 
some time he may share this with you 
or with his minister. I should think a 
talk with the minister suggesting a call 
would be in order. Everything I have 
said has been superficial, it is on the 
mechanical side. One cannot analyze a 
problem in so easy a manner. I say to 
you, examine yourself, keep on keeping 
on, consult your minister, and be instant 
in prayer and in holy life. 


tabled by the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church’s 128th Assembly here. 

A resolution asked that any city or 
church which desired to entertain the 
Assembly in the future be asked to give 
assurance that delegates from the Negro 
branch of the church would be seated 
without fear of violating local segrega- 
tion laws. 

An attempt was made to have the res- 
olution amended to become effective in 
1960, but this was voted down. Later, 
delegates selected Springfield, Mo., as 
the site of the 1959 Assembly. 

Three Negro ministers of the church 
attended sessions during the first two 
days of the Assembly, and it was believed 
they left early due to some outside criti- 
cism of their presence. 

A committee studying possible merger 
of the white and Negro Cumberland 
Presbyterian bodies recommended that 
no action be taken at present. The Negro 
branch is under jurisdiction of the As- 
sembly’s Board of Missions. 

A number of commissioners said both 
Negro and white leaders felt continua- 
tion of the present relations of fraternal 
cooperation was the best procedure. 


Blake Is Speaker 

Survival of Christianity behind the 
Iron Curtain is the “biggest crack in the 
totalitarian structure of the Communist 
world,” Eugene Carson Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, de- 
clared. 

The former president of the National 
Council of Churches, who visited Mos- 
cow in 1956, told commissioners that 
“there are more Christians in Russia 
today than there are members of the 
Communist Party.” 

“Let us not make the mistake of sup- 
posing,” he said, “that when Christians 
and Communists talk to each other, the 
Communist is going to convert the Chris- 
tian.” 

He warned that Christians are “up 
against severe competition” in an inter- 
national struggle with the Communist 
ideology. “I sometimes think the Com- 
munists are working harder at the job 
than we are for Christian revolution,” 
he said. 

Referring to his recent visit to Africa, 
Dr. Blake said that a new day in mis- 
sion work is being produced by the up- 
surge of nationalism in African coun- 
tries. 


Advance Program 

In other actions the Assembly: 

—adopted a $600,000 expansion and 
improvement program, to be known as 
the Mid-Century Advance; 

—elected Wayne Wiman, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., pastor, as Moderator, succeeding 
William T. Ingram, Jr., McKenzie, 
Tenn. 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND EXTENDS 
HAND TO CONGREGATIONALISTS 


In addition to its conversations with 
Church of England representatives, the 
Inter-Church Relations Committee of the 
Church of Scotland will also be negotiat- 
ing with the Congregational Union of 
Scotland. The invitation to begin talks 
on unity was extended by the Church of 
Scotland Committee. The committee is 
authorized to engage in the conversations 
on behalf of the two churches “with a 
view to examining the differences which 
keep them apart, and discovering whether 
and how, in the contact of the hoped for 
re-integration of Christendom, those dif- 
ferences may be overcome.” 

The plan of union with the Anglicans 
was presented to the recent Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland by A. C. Craig 
on behalf of the committee of 52 mem- 
bers, 34 of whom represent presbyteries. 
There are 32 ministers and 20 laymen 
on the committee, and of the ministers, 
20 are pastors. 


More Than “Spiritual Unity” 

In Dr. Craig’s presentation he re- 
ferred to the ideas that have been ex- 
pressed rather widely about the desira- 
bility of some kind of “spiritual unity” 
which would not go as far as organic 
union. Why not, some had asked, let the 
different flowers grow by themselves, 
‘lending a pleasing variety to the eccle- 
siastical herbaceous border”? Would 
this not be right, always provided it 
found expression in inter-communion? 

Dr. Craig said the committee could not 
find this permissible, especially where 
churches are operating within a territory 
that is otherwise united. Not only, he 
said, would this deny our Declaratory 
Acts, where the duty to promote unity is 
expressly declared; not only would it 
mean waste of effort and duplication of 
agencies; but it would be illogical to seek 
merely a spiritual unity with the Angli- 
cans while at the same time agreeing to 
conversations with the Congregational 
Church and, more important, it would 
be a denial of all the beliefs of which 
we speak and sing: ‘“‘We are not divided; 
all one Body we.” 

He said a deep concern has been shown 
on the matter of the Apostolic Succession 
and the validity of Church of Scotland 
orders. Dr. Craig assured the Assembly 
emphatically that the Church of Scotland 
would never enter into any agreements 
that would in any way deny the validity 
of Church of Scotland orders. Still some 
doubts remained. Both the Anglican 
Church and the Church of Scotland had 
agreed on the substance of the Lausanne 
Declaration, which clearly safeguards 
Church of Scotland views of orders. Yet 
the committee felt that the joint report 
did not give full and proper respect to 
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the theory of Apostolic Succession, and 
this is one of the imperfectly clarified is- 
sues “gnawing at the heart of the joint 
report.” 


Unity Is Urgent 

What then is to be done? he asked. 
Three things were suggested. The obliga- 
tion to seek unity is so urgent, and the 
area of agreement already so large that 
it would be folly to depart from the plan 
at the present time. The areas of differ- 
ence must be clarified before the church 
can fully judge the joint report, and 
therefore discussion with the Anglicans 
must go on. Meanwhile, study should be 


carried to its logical consequence within 
the presbyteries. Many eyes, he said, will 
be upon us in other churches and among 
all concerned with the ecumenical move- 
ment, and it should be shown clearly that 
the Church of Scotland truly longs for 
unity of the Body of Christ. 

As previously reported here, the As- 
sembly sustained the committee in its 
views. 

By not later than December 16 of this 
year the presbyteries are to send their 
comments on the joint report to the com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Relations. In 
particular, they are asked to comment on 
theological considerations in the report, 
issues arising in the report which need 
further clarification, and possible alter- 
native proposals where those in the report 
may seem unsatisfactory. 


ALSO FROM SCOTLAND 


Other significant items from the recent 
Church of Scotland Assembly appear be- 
low (see also OUTLOOK, June 13). These 
reports are adapted from The Gist, sup- 
plement to the Church of Scotland’s Life 
and Work. 


Needs of Elders 


Many elders admit the profound need 
felt among their number for more teach- 
ing. The report of the Commission on 
Adult Christian Education states that 
wherever elders talk freely in informal 
conversations or in discussion groups it 
is frankly and repeatedly stated that 
there is need for five things. 

(1) Much more teaching on how to 
read the Bible; (2) exposition in intel- 
ligible terms of the main truths of the 
Christian faith; (3) constant considera- 
tion of the practical implications of 
Christianity; (4) teaching in how to 
pray; (5) thorough and _ systematic 
training in the purpose and function of 
the eldership. 

This need reflects the situation that 
exists among church members as a whole. 
It is doubtful that more than a small 
percentage of church members can give 
a convincing statement of the faith they 
hold. Where there ought to be theological 
conviction there is too often vagueness 
or ignorance or prejudice or sentimental- 
ity. 

During the past twelve months the 
work of the commission in organizing 
conferences for elders and educational 
courses has continued to expand. All the 
initial conferences have been organized 
in response to invitations from the pres- 
byteries concerned and this has resulted 
in much enthusiastic support from min- 
isters and elders alike. The organization 
of these conferences at the presbytery 
level has been admirable, and the attend- 
ance of elders has been good, though in 
some cases not as great as was hoped for. 


Some people regarded the Church 
of South India very much like the 
Irish police who reported the find- 
ing of a body in a quarry in these 
words: “Act of God—under very sus- 
picious circumstances.” —BisHoP LEs- 
SLIE NEWBIGIN. 


* * * 


Emancipate Women 


The important part which the laity 
could play in the future of the Church 
of Scotland was emphasized by Principal 
Sir Thomas Taylor of Aberdeen, when 
he addressed the Home Board night of 
the Assembly. 

In the past forty years, he said, the 
position of the laity in the church has 
receded into the background. It is now 
coming back to the front everywhere, and 
in every country in Europe—even in 
churches like the Church of Rome. 

How utterly indefensible is the position 
of the Church of Scotland in relation 
to the rights of its women members in 
the courts of the church. Alone among 
the Reformed churches of the world, the 
Church of Scotland has dragged its feet 
in the matter, keeping in step with Rome 
and Byzantium. One of the main tasks 
of the new lay movement in the church 
is going to be to see that the women are 
emancipated from their shackles. 


Remarriage of Divorced Persons 

An Act of Assembly in 1576 that min- 
isters should not remarry persons who 
have been divorced may now be repealed, 
and an overture proposing this has been 
sent to the presbyteries under the Barrier 
Act. 

Ministers are not asked to remarry 
divorced persons if it is against their 
conscience to do so. But it would be law- 
ful for them to solemnize the marriage of 
persons whose former marriage has been 








dissolved by divorce, and whose former 
spouse is still alive, provided that they 
keep certain conditions in mind. 

The stress is strongly laid on peni- 
tence where guilt has existed in the past, 
and ministers are asked to do all they 
can to assure themselves of the life and 
character of the people to be married, 
of the circumstances of the divorce case, 
of the future of any children involved, 
and of the denomination to which the 
people belong. 

The most careful instruction must be 
given, where this is needed, in the nature 
and requirements of Christian marriage. 
The whole keynote of the overture is the 
trust which the church places in pastoral 
care and pastoral oversight in this field. 


Spiritual Healing 

The keen interest being taken in the 
whole matter of spiritual healing was 
revealed by the number of ministers and 
elders who stayed much longer in the 
Assembly Hall than they had ever in- 
tended to do. They were not disap- 
pointed, for the speeches were masterly 
and the discussion most fruitful. 

Nevile Davidson, who presented the 
report, told of the lengthy and detailed 
investigations undertaken by the commis- 
sion which consisted of ministers and 
members of the medical and legal profes- 
sions. He referred to many cases in which 
sufferers had undoubtedly been helped 
back to health by the ministrations of the 
spiritual healer working in co-operation 
with the medical adviser, and emphasized 
that in cases where a cure was not pos- 
sible under the Providence of God the 
patient had often discovered a deep peace 
in a cheerful acceptance of the will of 
God. 

Professor Stanley Alstead, M.D. of the 
University of Glasgow spoke for the 
medical members of the commission, and 
said that anxiety could often do more 
hurt to the patient than the original 
malady. The spiritual healer could there- 
fore make a great contribution to the 
restoration of the sick. 

“It is my personal view that the m'n- 
ister of religion almost by definition is 
suberbly equipped to add a new dimension 
to the science and art of therapeutics. But 
he will merely confuse the issue if he 
regards spiritual healing as a kind of 
therapeutic blunderbuss.” 


Greatest Miracle 

He made the point that the commis- 
sion did not find one case of spiritual 
healing effecting a cure of a physical 
condition as distinct from its symptoms, 
for which he was glad, for the greatest 
miracle of all was the wonderful con- 
sistency in the realm of natural science 
and biology. 

The dangers inherent in big services 
of healing were pin-pointed by Dr. T. 
Crouther Gordon, who seconded the re- 
port. Too often seemingly instantaneous 
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cures were followed by disillusionment 
and bitterness. 

In a lively debate several speakers de- 
fended varied points of view. Professor 
Torrance spoke of the theological impli- 
cations underlying the whole matter of 
spiritual healing, and suggested that not 
enough thought had been given to the 
significance of our belief in the second 
coming of Christ, for instance, as it af- 
fected the redemption of the body. 

The Assembly rejected suggestions that 
students and ministers should get special 
training in psychiatric methods, and that 
the consent of presbytery should not be 
regarded as essential for those who 
wished to organize services of healing. 


The Church under Tension 

This General Assembly was a reveal- 
ing one. More than any Assembly of 
recent years it illustrated the mystery of 
the church and the tension which must 
always be there between its divine call- 
ing and its human organization. 

The Moderator of the English Presby- 
terian Church put it succinctly on the 
opening day when referring to his own 
Assembly: “We were aware once again 
of the tension between the prophetic and 
the statesmanlike.” 

This tension ran right through our 
1958 Assembly. 

It showed within a couple of hours in 
the debate on the possible representation 
of the church in the House of Lords. The 
majority of the Assembly felt that we 
were dealing as yet with only a possibility 
of representation, and no indication of 
the nature of it, whether it might be 
shared by other denominations; and the 
decision was to keep the door open. 

But the debate lit up the old problem 
—how to participate as a church in the 
life of the nation (especially at the key- 
points where decision is taken) without 
becoming a part of the machinery of the 
national organization and consequently 
losing the church’s distinctive mission to 
be in the world but not of the world. 

The Lord High Commissioner had 
ventured on the same theme when he 
counselled against the church committing 
itself to political formulae when it should 
be arming individual Christians for their 
witness in the political sphere. 

Even the discussion of the church’s em- 
blem, the Burning Bush, had a side-flash 
on the advisability of registering this 
symbol of the presence of God with 
his church in the civil courts of heraldry, 
with the risk of becoming involved in 
court action in defence of its use. 


Live Uneasily 

Small points, perhaps, but indicating 
that the church must always live uneasily 
as an institution within the ordered life 
of human societies. To be a national 
church we must be part of the social and 
economic structure of the land. The 
church must be run on sound business 


lines, must look to its securities, must 
preserve its buildings, must have fore- 
sight for the future, must ensure adequate 
livelihood for its ministry. And yet with- 
in all this safeguarding and carefulness 
the church is to be a fellowship of the 
Christ who had not where to lay his head, 
a fellowship challenging the securities of 
the world which men use as an evasion 
of the risks of the life of God’s Kingdom. 
We are to be another kind of community 
within the community of men’s ambi- 
tions, with different motives and differ- 
ent methods of ordering our affairs—and 
yet we have to draw our livelihood from 
that community which we are called to 
change. 

That is tension; and we can never 
escape from it. Our danger is greatest 
when we seem to have overcome it. 

There is, and there ought to be, ten- 
sion between the maintenance of the min- 
istry according to the standards of jus- 
tice within the national community and 
the sharing and sacrificial ministry of the 
gospel which is to be a light and an 
example to the secular community. 

There is, and there ought to be (and 
we heard there was), tension between the 
church we are helping to raise up in Cen- 
tral Africa, with its fellowship of races 
and nations all one in Christ, and the 
government of a Federation which threat- 
ens to order the life of its community on 
the perpetuation or prolongation of racial 
inferiority. 


Challenge 

There ought to be tension between our 
life as citizens of a nation participating 
in the manufacture and possible use of 
the H-bomb and our life as citizens even 
now in the Kingdom of God’s love. 
Whichever way we decide our duty, it 
ought not to be an easy decision; and the 
debate on the Church and Nation report 
made that clear. We are living by a sys- 
tem of fear and threat which the church 
exists to challenge, not by words or ex- 
hortation but by the demonstration with- 
in its own life of that other power which 
casts out fear. If we have nothing of 
that to show we are still, like all other 
men, merely hoping for the best and pre- 
paring for the worst. 

The statemanslike and the prophetic! 
The tension was there in the Assembly. 
It is the tension under which ministers 
draw their maintenance, and the church 
goes out on its mission, and its members 
live every day. 


McGeachy Memorial 

The new $300,000 education building 
of the Decatur, Ga., Presbyterian Church 
has been made a memorial to the late 
Daniel Patrick McGeachy who served 
that church for 24 years until his re- 
tirement in 1942. The new building has 
facilities for more than 900 people. 
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British Report Tangles 
With Christian Science 


LonpDoN (RNs)—A Church of England 
group which has been studying divine 
healing for five years said in a report 
it was doubtful that human ailments 
could be cured solely from the practice 
of spiritualism, faith healing or Chris- 
tian Science. 

At the same time, the report declared 
that it could be possible that demons can 
make a man ill. It said that because some 
members of the group were not persuaded 
of this possibility, the subject of de- 
moniacal influence had been turned over 
to a sub-committee for study. 

The investigating group is the Arch- 
bishops’ Commission on Divine Healing 
headed by Maurice H. Harland, Bishop 
of Durham. It was set up in 1953 to 
“consider the theological, medical, psy- 
chological and pastoral aspects of ‘divine 
healing’ with a view to providing ...a 
report designed to guide the church to 
clearer understanding of the subject.” 


Error Cited 


The report said ‘the error of Christian 
Science, with which the commission is 
chiefly concerned, is its belief that disease 
and suffering exist only because men will 
not deny their presence.” 

“Discord, evil, disease and suffering 
are not to be met by any denial of their 
existence,” the report stressed. “The 
Cross was no sham.” 

(In a comment on the Commission’s 
statement, the Christian Science Commit- 
tee on Publications, in Boston, Mass., 
said the group “appears to have found it 
difficult to grant that physical healing 
can be brought about by spiritual means 
alone.” 

“This limitation,” it said, “is under- 
standable enough at this time, but it is 
naturally regretted by those who have 
proved that the spiritual rules by which 
the Master Christian healed are as avail- 
able now as they were in his day.”) 

The Anglican Commission said that 
cures claimed by mediums who say they 
can invoke benevolent spirits provide no 
evidence of “the activity, or even the ex- 
istence of the spirit doctor.” 

“Tt is, in fact,” it declared, ‘equally, 
if not more, likely that any benefit which 
these healers may give to the sick is due 
to their possession, perhaps unknown to 
themselves, of some skill, technique of 
manipulation or possibly unusual gift 
of healing which some persons seem to 
have.” 


Demon Possession 


Reporting on the possibility of demons 
causing illness, the report said: 


“Some members of the sub-committee 
were not persuaded that demons may 
cause or complicate any malady. Yet, on 
the other hand, they recognize that medi- 
cal knowledge is not, and cannot ever be, 
comprehensive, and that they would not 
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like to assert a priori (presumptively) 
that no case will ever be found of such 
an unusual character as suggests the need 
for exorcism.” 

Exorcism—the driving out of demons 
—is still practiced by the clergy of the 
Church of England, especially in houses 
which seem to be haunted by mischievous 
spirits. It is also practiced in the Roman 
Catholic Church in cases of demoniacal 
possession or obsession. 

The report said the sub-committee had 
advised setting up an advisory panel of 
clergymen and doctors to go into the 
matter more thoroughly. 


Reply Is Offered 


(In its comment on the Commission’s 
report, the Christian Science committee 
in Boston said it hailed it as a “sign of 
resurgent spiritual awakening that will 
hearten every Christian.” 

(However it said Christian Scientists 
“cannot concur with the Commission that 
a combining of spiritual and material 
means is the way to the Christ-method of 
healing.” 

(The committee said that “time will 
emphasize that Christian Science differs 
from traditional Christianity only by vir- 
tue of its uncompromising acceptance of 
the Savior’s words that ‘it is the spirit 
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth- 
ing.’ ’’) 


Colorado Churchmen Hit 
“Right-to-Work” Amendment 

DENVER (RNS)—A proposed “right- 
to-work” amendment to the Colorado 
constitution ‘“‘would not and could not 
guarantee any man the right to work,” 
the Colorado Council of Churches de- 
clared in a statement. 

Commenting on a proposal to outlaw 
the union shop to be placed before the 
voters in November, the statement said 
that “such an implication should be iden- 
tified as misleading.” 

Criticism was levelled at an advertise- 
ment paid for by supporters of the pro- 
posal which said the “right-to-work” 
amendment was “labor’s bill of rights” 
and that “any citizen will be free to make 
his own choice to work where he likes, 
under the conditions he likes.” 

The Colorado Conference of Congre- 
gational Christian Churches has opposed 
the amendment as “not in the full in- 
terest of all the people and being mis- 
represented in its intent.” 





NO PAPER NEXT WEEK— in view of the 
summer schedule of alternate weeks. 


Women’s Work Leader 
Receives Citation 


In the award of an honorary degree to 
Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen at the re- 
cent commencement of Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas, the executive secretary 
of Presbyterian, U.S., Women’s Work 
had the following tribute paid her: 





“Rowena Dickey McCutchen, like your 
father and grandfather before you, you 
have been an outstanding contributor to 
the development of the program of the 
church not only in the Southwest but 
around the world. 

“You attended Texas Presbyterian Col- 
lege, and the uniting of that school with 
Austin College justifies the pride which 
Austin College feels in claiming you as 
an alumna. For seven years you served 
with your husband as a missionary in the 
Belgian Congo. Your interest and service 
to the work of World Missions has con- 
tinued as you have served as a secretary 
of the Board of World Missions. 

“You have contributed to the program 
of Christian Education no less than to the 
mission enterprise. As Director of Chris- 
tian Education in local churches and as 
a teacher of Bible in public schools you 
have been an inspirer of youth and a wit- 
ness to the gospel. 

“You have been chosen as executive sec- 
retary of the Board of Women’s Work of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and in 
that office you have brought to your de- 
nomination a heightened sense of the so- 
cial relevance of the Christian message, 
courageous leadership in a _ forthright 
dealing with the issues of our age, and 
an awareness of the need for greater co- 
operation between the various branches 
of the Christian Church. 

“Gracious and tactful church leader, 
courageous witness to Christian Truth, in 
recognition of your resourceful and crea- 
tive contributions to Christian Education, 
World Missions, ecumenical relations Aus- 
tin College confers upon you the degree— 
DOCTOR OF HUMANITIES.” 








Cnristian bLducation for Christian Youth 
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EDITORIAL 


Little Rock Delay 


Federal Judge Harry J. Lemley’s or- 
der postponing for two and a half years 
the desegregation of Little Rock schools 
deserves and is getting careful scrutiny. 

Our initial impulse is to look at this 
action as a triumph for law-defying mobs 
and as an invitation to staunch segrega- 
tionists everywhere to employ the same 
devices in their communities. It will take 
a miracle if this is not to be the result. 

At the same time, let us search for 
some hopeful signs in the court order. 

For one thing, the Little Rock school 
board and officials wanted this to be 
done. To demand that they proceed im- 
mediately, while it would be right, would 
nevertheless involve serious personal 
contradictions. 

Time will be allowed for constructive 
forces to be set in motion, though the 
other kind will undoubtedly be moving 
too. 

Judge Lemley has made it clear that 
desegregation must be achieved. He gives 
no hope to those who expect to stand 
solidly against it. 

Two and a half years from now there 
may be a successor to Governor Faubus 
and it is to be hoped that this will bring 
an improvement. How important this 
can be is pointed out editorially by The 
Christian Science Monitor: 

“One cannot blink the fact that much 
of what happened in Little Rock last au- 
tumn was worse than unnecessary. It 
was gratuitous. Granted the basic reluc- 
tance of white people in Arkansas and 
elsewhere to see school desegregation com- 
ing—Governor Faubus called out the state 
guard not in response to mere reluctance 
but in response to extreme segregation- 
ist sentiment, not to keep order while 
the law was being enforced but to thwart 
the authority of the United States judi- 
ciary. 

“On the contrary, in Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, whose white citizens feel the same 
reluctance toward a major social change 
as do those of Arkansas, the Governors 
employed state forces to keep order but 
to enforce the law. And no Little Rock 
type situation arose.” 
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If delay is needed and can bring a 
solution, then those who espouse this 
course will have an unprecedented oppor- 
tunity to show that this is true. They 
should not be allowed to forget this fact. 

On the other side of the ledger, the 
Lemley order is deplorable because it 
points a course of action that is untenable 
in confronting the demands of laws 
which may not be liked; it is an open 
invitation to meet distateful demands 
with violence and mob action; to create 
“situations”; to defy constituted auth- 
ority; to attempt to circumvent constitu- 
tional procedures. 

This is an encouragement to timidity 
and fear on the part of school boards and 
administrators who lack the will to im- 
plement the program that the Little Rock 
schoolmen demonstrated in their 1957 
efforts. 

All this is not to overlook the neces- 
sity of time for deeply-rooted social 
changes. Everybody should recognize 
that time will be required. The one thing 
that can be insisted upon is that there 
be no retreat, that efforts keep pointed in 
the right direction. 

It is easy to overlook the aggrieved 
person in this whole problem—the Negro 
child. He has been denied a fair and 
equal opportunity for many generations. 
Why worry, some will ask, about a little 
more time? If this will achieve a larger 
good for more persons, we can be patient, 
or we should. The difficulty comes in 
acceding willingly when our child is de- 
nied his rights or opportunities. White 
parents, for the most part, have not dem- 
onstrated their patience in getting what 
they want for Sally or Johnny. They 
want it immediately, whether it happens 
to be a new building, another teacher 
or a better seat in the classroom. 

Because of this, they should under- 
stand any impatience on the part of Ne- 
gro parents, especially in view of the fact 
that a child’s school experience is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that will 
never come to him again. The good op- 
portunity he misses now, he misses for- 
ever. 


A Flood of Ideas 


Six thousand (6,000) ideas ought to 
be plenty. That is the number collected 
at the recent Des Moines annual con- 
ference of the Church of the Brethren 
as a result of a “brainstorming” session. 
All the ideas were designed to strengthen 
the future program of the church. 

The 1,000 delegates broke up into 40 
groups and within an unbelievably short 
time, the record showed 6,000 suggestions 
about evangelism, Christian vocation, 
leadership recruitment and training, the 
world outreach of the church, and ways 
of witnessing for peace. Everybody got 
a chance to put something in the pot. 
Among the suggestions were these: 


“We ought to get rid of the concept of 
foreign missions.” 


“We should equalize the opportunities 
for men and women in all areas of leader- 
ship.” 


“There should be some penalty that 
members of the church must pay if they 
do not win at least one person for Christ 
in five years.” 

Whatever they were, they went into 
the record and will now be given to the 
General Brotherhood Board, the church’s 
administrative agency where, if even one 
good idea emerges, the effort will have 
been more than worthwhile. And see how 
many people had a hand in the process! 


The Truth? 
Mental Reservations 


The following question and answer 
appeared recently in Roman Catholic 
publications in a column called, ‘“To Tell 
You the Truth”: 


Is it a sin to use a mental reserva- 
tion? 


A mental reservation consists in this 
that the speaker puts a meaning into 
words which is different from that which 
the words taken in themselves have in 
ordinary conversation. 

A strict mental reservation is the same 
as a lie and so is never permitted. This 
occurs when the actual meaning of the 
words can in no way be determined from 
the external circumstances. For example, 
a person might say, “I did not take the 
money” adding mentally “with my left 
hand.” 

A broad mental reservation may be 
permissible, (a) if there is a good reason 
for using it, (b) if the questioner has no 
right to know the truth. This occurs 
when the real meaning of the words can 
be inferred from the circumstances, or 
from customary usage (even if the in- 
ference is not actually made). So the 
conventional “my mother is not home” 
means “‘not home to receive visitors.” 

The good reason mentioned above could 
be to evade unreasonable or embarrassing 
questions. Professional secrets can be 
guarded with “I don’t know” meaning 
“anything that I may reveal.” ” 

If the other party has a right to know 
the truth, nothing may be concealed. So, 
it would be wrong to use a mental reser- 
vation when questioned by a judge or a 
supervisor, or when making a contract 
that places a burden on another. But, 
an accused criminal may plead “not 
guilty,” this being a conventional way of 
stating “not guilty until proven so.” 


NotrEe—It should be made clear that 
this item is reprinted here, not because 
we share the point-of-view expressed but 
merely to provide an illustration of Ro- 
man Catholic casuistry.—Eds. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





m 
Ww) 
te! 


at 


ist 


1to 
he 


ne 
ive 
OW 
3s! 


ver 
lic 
“ell 


his 
nto 
‘ich 

in 


ume 
‘his 
the 
rom 
ple, 

the 
left 


be 
ison 
; no 
curs 
can 
, or 
in- 
the 
me” 
> 
ould 
sing 
1 be 
ning 


now 

So, 
eser- 
or a 
tract 
But, 
“not 
ay of 
” 


that 
cause 
d but 
f Ro- 


LOOK 





THE CONTEMPORARY CHRIST 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever.”—Hebrews 13:8. 


\ SLOGAN, “A _ contemporary 
church inviting a contemporary world 
to the contemporary Christ,” has dis- 
turbed some of the older people who have 
seen it. (Not *the older people in the 
congregation—there aren’t any.) Is this 
modernism? Shouldn’t the slogan say 
“The Eternal Christ”? 

The pastor has put the answer to the 
objection in a nutshell. “Nobody believes 
more than we do” (he says in effect) ‘in 
the eternal Christ. But if Christ is not 
contemporary he is not eternal. If he is 
not contemporary there is no use in pro- 
claiming him eternal.” 

That is quite right. Eternal has many 
meanings. One of them is ‘contemporary 
with all times.” If Christ is not the con- 
temporary of any year, era or moment, 
then he is not truly eternal. If he is not 
in our time he cannot be touched by the 
people of our time except as a memory or 
a hope. 

Inviting men to a ‘contemporary 
Christ” would be modernism if Christ 
were modernized. If he is presented in 
the image of 20th-Century man, if he is 
hailed (for example) as a sort of glori- 
fied advertising executive, or as the op- 
erator of a celestial service station, a 
heavenly automat opening up whenever 
we drop in our nickel’s worth of prayer, 
if he is presented to the world as sup- 
porting and fostering the world’s habits, 
ideals and prejudices, then of course he 
is presented wrongly; we are offered a 
caricature instead of the Reality. 

Furthermore, it would be modernism if 
he were presented as an optional possi- 
bility, one whom we might take or leave 
at our pleasure. To treat Christ as if he 
were no more than a pleasant addition— 
if we care to take him—to our party pass- 
ing through this world, is to misunder- 
stand his challenge. There is a deep dif- 
ference between supposing that belief in 
Christ is one of life’s lovely extras, and 
being aware that belief in him is life’s 
one essential. 


HE CONTEMPORARY CHRIST, 

in the good sense, is first of all one 
in whom we can see the permanent Per- 
son standing clear of temporary elements. 
It is often objected, for instance, that a 
Galilean peasant can have little idea 
of the complex present-day world. Or if 
peasant be the wrong word for him, then 
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how can a Jewish rabbi who lived more 
than nineteen centuries ago have any 
word for our time, or any time but his 
own? 

The answer to this objection is that 
there is in Jesus something that is above 
all historical peculiarities. It is not his 
character as peasant or rabbi which is 
most important. Indeed this may be no 
more essential than the sort of clothes 
he wore or the kind of grammar he used, 
certainly far removed from anything 
American. Then what is this permanent, 
all-time element, this central and vital 
Something in him, There is a theological 
and a practical answer to this question. 
The theological answer may be the more 
important, namely, that he is the Son of 
God, his permanence is his deity. But 
this is not so easy to understand, not so 
simply shown, as the practical answer; 
indeed this can be seen only with the eyes 
of faith. But the practical answer is 
something we can understand, something 
we can test. 

The fact is, Christ meets the needs of 
today. This is not just a preacher’s tru- 
ism, it is something we can try out, 
something that can be observed all over 
the world. Whether the needs of today 
are the same as yesterday’s or different, 
is not here the question. The point is, 
he does meet today precisely at its char- 
acteristic crises. To a tired world, weary 
with confusion, upset by panic, he brings 


peace. He will one day bring peace to 
the whole world; but even now, in this 
whirling confusing rushing uproar of the 
world, men and women who know him 
know his peace. In a world more and 
more mechanized, he keeps us mindful 
of persons, he keeps saying to us that a 
man’s life does not consist in an abun- 
dance of things. If we pay any attention 
to him we cannot forget that persons are 
more important than things. In fact, we 
shall wonder how we could have been so 
confused as to think otherwise. 


N AN AGE when belief in God seems 

difficult, and the atheist is abroad in 
every land, Christ not only summons us 
to belief in God but himself is the best 
reason for faith. In a time when life 
seems aimless and all purposes vain, 
Christ offers us the one final aim that is 
not vain, the hope that is not hopeless, 
the Cause that justifies all good causes, 
the dream never outgrown—the Kingdom 
of God. In a time when the human race 
is more than ever torn asunder, in an age 
when man’s greatest fear is man, Christ 
offers the only power that can cast out 
fear, the one remedy for the wounds in 
the body of mankind, the love which is 
kindled by Love Eternal. 

The very needs which make our time 
so tragic are precisely those which bring 
him here. Our questions meet his an- 
swers, our hollowness cries aloud for the 
Fullness of him who fills all in all. Was 
there ever a time to which our Lord 
Christ was more contemporary than to 
our own? (See below.) 





Outlook Readers... 


contemporary Christian church? 


Outlcok.—The Editors. 


With the close of Dr. Foreman’‘s present series of three articles (see 
above) we hope our readers will send us letters describing some as- 
pects of ‘The Contemporary Church’’—what are the marks of a truly 


The letter (300 words or less) regarded best by the judges will be 
awarded $20. For the five next best, a year’s subscription to The 


NOW! 








Your gift, large or small, may 
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STILLMAN COLLEGE 


A General Fund Agency of The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 
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A program of industrial research on the campus for observation of future scientists— 
An International Studies Center and language laboratory for future diplomats and 
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Is He included in your will? 


Although many of us try to work for Him during our lifetime, not all 
of us realize that we can continue this work even after we are gone. 


By naming the Board of World Missions in our will, we can help 
provide much needed funds to further His work in foreign lands. 


In planning the disposition of your estate, remember Him. Let your 
lawyer draw or revise your will, using the following form of bequest 
to Foreign Missions: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, 
Tennessee, the sum of.. (or the following 
property, to wit:............... 1 Po 


For any desired help or information, please write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


RoOaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Forergu Misstous a Share” 
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Presbyterian Agencies 
Serve More Than Million 


LAKE GENEVA, Wisc. (RNS)—More 
than a million persons were served by 
social welfare agencies of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America in 1957, it was 
reported here. 

John Park Lee, executive secretary of 
the National Presbyterian Health and 
Welfare Council, told delegates to a four- 
day conference of Presbyterian commu- 
nity center and neighborhood house work- 
ers that the number helped was a record 
for the two denominations. 

Of the 1,068,000 persons aided by 362 
social welfare agencies of the two groups, 
the largest number, 582,000, were served 
by 121 community centers and neighbor- 
hood houses, Mr. Lee said. 

In addition, 100.000 were given as- 
sistance by 99 institutional chaplains; 
7,000 by 69 homes and other institutions 
for the aging; 378,000 by 57 hospitals, 
nursing homes and out-patient clinics; 
and 1,000 by 16 children’s homes and 
services. 

Combined operating budget for all 362 
agencies exceeded $69,000,000, Mr. Lee 
said, and Presbyterian contributions to 
the work of these agencies amounted to 
more than $3,000,000 last year. En- 
dowment income for agency operation 
came to more than $150,000,000. 

Assets of the agencies are more than 
$280,500,000, and they have over 67,000 
employees, he added. 


“Give-Aways” Are Scored 


MonTREAL (RNS)—Television and 
radio programs which feature “give- 
aways” were condemned by the Montreal 
and Ottawa Conference of the United 
Church of Canada. 

At its 34th annual meeting, the con- 
ference scored the shows as “counter to 
the church’s central and ultimate concept 
of stewardship.” 

Also criticized were raffles, the giving 
of door prizes and games of chance. A 
resolution said that ‘“‘no satisfactory dis- 
tinction can be drawn between minor 
and major forms” of gambling. 

Church appeals supported by games 
of chance or draws ‘“‘are admissions that 
the object of the appeal lacks merit or 
that responsible persons are lacking in 
imagination or ethical perception,” the 
resolution added. 

* * * 
THE MORE happiness and abiding 
satisfaction we have had from love, the 
mcre ought we to trust it as the true way 
of life—WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH. 


Ministers’ Vacation Fxchange 


Including U. S., USA, A. R. and 
United Presbyterians 








EXCHANGE 

New Castle, Pa. First Congregational 
Ch. August. Manse (4-bedrooms). Hon- 
orarium here. Wilson E. Spencer, 100 E. 
Reynolds St., New Castle. Pa. 
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Justice in the Family 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for July 20, 1958 


Ephesians 5:21-31; 6:1-4; 1 Timothy 5:8 


Our lessons for the quarter seek to 
bring before us “biblical principles of 
social justice as they relate to current 
problems.” Our first lesson taught, 
among other things, that the basis for 
social justice lies in the nature of Ged, 
who is himself both just and merciful. 
Last week’s lesson, the second in the 
series, was intended to show that the 
teaching of Jesus demands justice in hu- 
man relations. The present lesson re- 
minds us that justice begins at home. 
It is important that there should be just 
dealings betwen husband and wife, par- 
ents and children, family and dependents, 
not only for the sake of those who live 
in the home, but also for the sake of 
society—for it is in the home that habits 
are bred which determine the tone of 
society. 

Paul deals with ‘‘justice in the fam- 
ily” in his letter to the Ephesians. In- 
terestingly enough he begins with 


1. The Duty of the Wife, 

Eph. 5:22-24 

This may be true because it is she who 
ordinarily sets the tone of the home. In 
order that the family may be one in 
Christ, Paul exhorts wives to subject 
themselves unto their husbands. He does 
not say that they are to obey their hus- 
bands. Children are to obey their par- 
ents, servants are to obey their master; 
wives on the other hand are to submit 
themselves to their husbands. There is 
no inferiority implied. In 5:21 Paul 
said we must all be subject to one another 
out of reverence for Christ. Then, with- 
out changing the word, indeed without 
repeating it (the verb in 22 is carried 
over from 21), he says this precept should 
govern the conduct of wives to husbands. 
As Dr. Dale says: The precept forbids 
a spirit of self-assertion, and an anxious 
struggle for personal rights. It requires 
the exercise of that charity which vaunt- 
eth not itself, is not puffed up, doth net 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its 
own, is not provoked, taketh not account 
of evil, beareth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth ail things. 

The reason why the wife should thus 
submit to the husband is explained as 
follows: for the husband is the head of 
the wife as Christ also is the head of 
the church, being himself the Savior of 
the body (i.e., the church, cf. 1:22-23). 
It is the function of the head to plan 
the safety of the body, to secure it from 
danger, and to provide for its welfare. 
In the highest sense this function is ful- 
filled by Christ for the church; in a 
lower sense it is fulfilled by the husband 
for the wife. Thus the husband’s head- 
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ship over his wife is the shadow of 
Christ's headship over the church, and 
is bused upon the natural and normal 
relation of the husband to the wife as 
her savior and protector. 

‘this comparison also illustrates the 
nature of the husband’s authority. 
Christ's rule is a rule for the advantage 
of the ruled. He rules the church as 
himself its Savior or Deliverer from 
bondage, and the word Savior is full of 
associations of self-sacrificing love. In- 
sofar as the husband is thus in fact the 
head of the house, the wife is to subject 
herself unto him as unto the Lord. As 
Dale says: By Paul’s words marriage is 
transfigured. In the light which he 
throws upon the institution, everything 
that is base and servile in the ‘“subjec- 
tion” on which he is insisting passes 
away. The “subjection” is a subjection 
in Christ. It is the subjection of the 
church of Christ to its head. It is a ‘‘sub- 
jection” which is unconscious of the de- 
mands of external law, because in the 
energy of a perfect love all the demands 
of law are exceeded. It is a “subjection” 
to which service is freedom, and to which 
the refusal of the opportunities of service 
would be intolerable slavery, a forcible 
repression of all the most vigorous and 
most spontaneous impulses of the heart. 

Paul wrote his letter to the Ephesians, 
not to a church in twentieth century 
America, but very definitely to a church 
in the Roman Empire in the first century 
A.D. Woman did not then have the ad- 
vantages which she has at the present 
time. The husband was the head of the 
house, absolutely the head, with no doubt 
about it. If Paul were writing at the 
present time, on the importance of Chris- 
tian unity in the home, would he write 
in the same way? Would he expect wives 
to “submit” themselves to their hus- 
bands? In what sense should they be in 
subjection ? (See cover and page 15.) 


ll. The Duty of the Husband, 

Eph. 5:25-33 

In order that the family may be one 
in Christ, Paul urges husbands to love 
their wives. Dr. Findlay remarks here 
that the danger of selfishness lies on the 
masculine side. The man’s nature is 
more exacting; and the self-forgetfulness 
and solicitous affection of the woman 
may blind him to his own want, the 
truest love. Full of business and with 
a hundred cares and attractions lying 
outside the domestic circle, he too readily 
learns to make his wife and home a con- 
venience, from which he takes as his 
right the comfort they have to give, with 
little of devotion and confidence in re- 


turn. This lack of love denies the higher 
rights of marriage; it makes the wife's 
submission a joyless constraint. Along 
with this selfishness and the uneasy con- 
science attending it, there supervenes 
sometimes an irritability of temper that 
chafes over domestic troubles and makes 
a grievance of the most trifling mishap 
or inadvertence, ignoring the wife’s pa- 
tient affection and anxiety to please. Too 
often in this way husbands grow in- 
sensibly into family tyrants, forgetting 
the days of youth and the kindness of 
their early vears. ““There are many,” says 
Bengel (on this point unusually caustic), 
“who out of doors are civil and kind to 
all, when at home towards their wives 
and children, whom they have no need to 
fear, they freely practice secret bitter- 
ness.” 

The measure of the husband’s love for 
his wife is to be Christ’s love for the 
church. Christ loved the church and 
gave himself for it. So the characteristic 
of the husband’s love is to be not self- 
satisfaction, but self-sacrifice and self- 
devotion. Again the husband is to love 
his wife as he loves himself, for in a very 
real sense they are one; what affects her 
affects him; the devotion he pays to her 
is after all a wise investment. 


Ill. The Duty of Children, 

Eph. 6:1-3 

If the family is to be one in Christ, 
then children must obey their parents. As 
Dale says: 

“In the family the parents by divine 
appointment exercise authority, and chil- 
dren are under divine obligation to obe- 
dience. The ends for which the family 
exists are defeated if authority is not 
exercised on the one side, if obedience is 
not conceded on the other; just as the 
ends for which the state exists are de- 
feated if rulers do not assert and enforce 
the law, if subjects habitually violate it. 
Children are to obey their parents, ‘for 
this is right’: right according to the 
natural constitution and order of human 
affairs; right according to the laws of 
natural morality; right according to the 
natural conscience and apart from super- 
natural revelation. But in the discharge 
of this natural duty the supernatural] life 
is to be revealed. Children are to obey 
their parents in the Lord, in the spirit 
and in the strength of Christ. Obedience 
to parents is part of the service which 
Christ claims from us; it is a large prov- 
ince of the Christian life.” 


Children must also honor their parents. 
This means more than to obey. 


“The child that honors his parents will 
yield a real deference to their judgment 
and wishes when there is no definite and 
authoritative command; will respect even 
their prejudices; will chivalrously con- 
ceal their infirmities and faults; will re- 
sent still more keenly any assault on 
their character. ... Nor is it to parents 
alone that children should show this spirit 
of consideration and respect; brothers 
and sisters should show it to each other, 
and both among the rich and the poor it 
may be taken as a sure sign of vulgarity, 
inherited or acquired, if courtesy is re- 
served for strangers and has no place 
in the life of the family. Children are to 
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honor their parents, and if they honor 
their parents they are likely to be cour- 
teous to each other.” 


IV. The Duty of Parents, Eph. 6:4 

If the family is to be one in Christ, 
fathers (and the same is equally true of 
mothers) also have a duty to perform. 
On the negative side they must not pro- 
voke their children to wrath. The danger 
to be avoided seems to be that of nagging, 
irritating by the arbitrary exertion of 
authority for its own sake. Parents are 
to avoid a capricious or unwise exercise 
of authority which irritates and dis- 
heartens a child. 

“Not that the father is forbidden to 
cross his child’s wishes, or to do anything 
or refuse anything that may excite his 
anger. Nothing is worse for a child than 
to find that parents fear its displeasure 
and that it will gain its end by passion. 
But the father must not be exasperating, 
must not needlessly thwart his child’s 
inclinations and excite in order to subdue 
its anger. This policy may secure sub- 
mission, but it is gained at the cost of 
a rankling sense of injustice.” 

But parents have a more positive ob- 
ligation toward their children. They are 
to be concerned with a full rounded de- 
velopment of their children—physical, 
mental, social, and spiritual. There are 
few parents who are not willing to sacri- 
fice themselves for their children’s phys- 
ical, mental and social wellbeing. They 
are more apt to fail (why is this?) in 
regard to the highest and most sacred of 
all their obligations—their responsibility 
for the spiritual wellbeing of their child. 

Paul says that parents must bring 
their children up in the discipline and 
instruction in the Lord. This covers the 
whole province of Christian education, a 
full exposition of which would require 
a volume. 

Discipline, it will be noted, is just as 
important as instruction, and the purpose 
of discipline is that as the child matures 
he may have cultivated a self-discipline 
which will accompany him through life, 
and enable him to make the most of his 
particular gifts and talents. 
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V. The Duty of Relatives, 1 Tim. 5:8 


“If any one does not provide for his 
relatives,” writes Paul, ‘‘and especially 
for his own family, he has disowned the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” 

This question is a pressing one at the 
present time, and very likely will become 
more so. The average home is smaller 
now than formerly, and it is not aiways 
possible, even if it were otherwise desir- 
able, to bring needy relatives into the 
family circle. At times institutional care 
may be better for all concerned, but it is 
difficult to know when that is the case, 
and there are times when it involves an 
impossible financial strain. As the years 
pass it becomes increasingly plain that 
this is a field into which the church must 
enter more fully than it has in the past. 
Homes for the aging are indeed increas- 
ing rapidly, and to give some guidance to 
the whole movement the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., has recently added a Di- 
vision of Homes and Christian Welfare 
within the Board of Church Extension, 
which is to be responsible for counseling 
and collaborating with synods and pres- 
byteries in all matter relating to policies 
and standards of children’s homes, nurs- 
ing homes and homes for the aging. The 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, has 
a National Presbyterian Health and 
Welfare Council to assist its institutions. 

But the problem of relatives, especially 
of aging relatives, is more than one of 
financial assistance. In a series of ar- 
ticles on “The Church and Older People” 
in The Christian Century, Margaret 
Frakes recently wrote: 

“We need only look around us, particu- 
larly if we live in an area of apartments 
or rooming houses, or listen to reports 
of studies made by sociologists and wel- 
fare workers, to realize that the vast ma- 
jority of older people today find them- 
selves unloved, unwanted, unuseful. This 
is as true for the well-heeled widow liv- 
ing in Devonshire Arms-on-the-Park as 
for the shabby couple huddled around an 
oil heater in the ramshackle cottage on 
South Tenth street. Feeling superfluous, 
the lonely older person turns in upon him- 
self. Capacities deteriorate, creative abili- 
ties atrophy, mind-sets harden, ugly char- 
acter traits previously held in check by 
the demands of competitive living rise un- 
hindered to the surface. And before he 
realizes it the victim is well on his way 


to becoming indeed unlovable—and un- 
welcome.” 
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What is the responsibility of the fam- 
ily in such circumstances—and of the 
church ? 


For Further Consideration 


A recent article on juvenile delinquency 
says: 

“Recent studies have demonstrated that 
the essential differences between the de- 
linquent and the non-delinquent is that 
the latter has benefitted by good parent- 
child relations, particularly during the 
first six years of life. (Likewise essential: 
the physical presence of the parents or 
parent during hours of need, insofar as 
circumstances permit, usually more than 
they permit or, at any rate, seem to per- 
mit.)” 


Is justice an element in good parent- 
child relationships? How is it mani- 
fested? Wherein is it most likely to 
fail? 

Ross Valentine, a columnist on the 
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch, wrote 
in part as follows on the Monday fol- 
lowing Mother’s Day: 

“The world is full of mothers who—jif 
justice were done—would have received 
bouquets of poison ivy instead of roses 
or carnations yesterday, a day intended to 
honor not mothers, but the maternal vir- 
tures, the selflessness, chastity, diligence, 
probity, courage, understanding, firmness, 
gentleness, and love of truth which sen- 
timentalist poets and leather-lunged ora- 
tors bestow on all mothers on Mother’s 
Day. 

“Before I was old enough to know bet- 
ter, I took it for granted that all mothers, 
regardless of merits, were loved and re- 
spected. It was with something of a shock 
that I heard an honest benedict confess 
that he hated his. She made life miser- 
able for him since childhood, and inter- 
fered with his home life, made his wife 
unhappy, in short, acted like a selfish, 
ill-tempered harridan. 

“Women of character look upon their 
motherhood as a duty—a never-ending 
job, involving eternal watchfulness over 
the welfare, mental and moral as well as 
physical, of their children. 

“Happy the child, with cause for life- 
long gratitude, if its mother be one of 
these. 

“But are all of them like that? Not by 
a jugful! The case histories of social 
workers, sordid testimony in domestic 
relations courts, and the critical gossip 
of neighbors bear witness to it. 

“Neglect of children, in my opinion, is 
the most frequent cause of what we call 
‘juvenile’ delinquency, but is really pa- 
rental indifference or downright negli- 
gence. 

“And don’t think for a moment that 
parental delinquency is to be found only 
among ‘the lower classes.’ It does not 
appear in police and court records because 
it is not affiliated with poverty. 

“Maternal neglect may take the form 
of self-indulgence, lack of maternal dis- 
cipline or even rank resentment of ma- 
ternal duties. These deserve nothing but 
contempt. Any honor paid them—en masse 
on Mother’s Day, is hollow mockery. 

“As for those who do deserve the an- 
nual tribute, no honor paid them, no song 
or poem dedicated to them, no token gift 
whatever can do them justice. They are, 
in truth, ‘the hope of the world.’” 


Was Mr. Valentine justified in writ- 
ing as he did? Could the same (or more 
or less) be said of fathers? 
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Justice in Community Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for July 27, 1958 
Leviticus 19:15-18; James 2:1-9 


Last week our Bible study was con- 
cerned with justice in the home; this week 
we move on to justice in the community. 
Our first passage deals with 


Justice to Rich and Poor, 
Lev. 19:15-16 


“You must do no injustice in a case, 
neither showing partiality to the poor, 
nor deferring to the powerful, but judg- 
ing your fellow fairly” (American 
Translation). This injunction refers 
primarily to judicial cases, but may be 
taken to include cases of private judg- 
ment as well. The latter is almost as 
important as the first. Industrial disputes 
such as those which have recently arisen 
in our land are often tried and decided 
in the court of public opinion. 

Some of us (not many Presbyterians, 
I would say) are inclined to be partial 
toward the poor—labor is always right; 
a great many of us defer to the powerful, 
not consciously perhaps, but unconscious- 
ly because our own economic interests are 
involved—labor is always wrong. Courts 
are supposed to be impartial, but even 
judges are sometimes influenced by their 
own social and economic predilections. It 
is very difficult for any of us to be abso- 
lutely fair. We will agree that Leviticus 
gives us the ideal. 

Unrighteous judgment—slander— 
against individuals and groups is often 
due to tale bearing—we might add in 
our modern day, to newspaper reporting. 
In political campaigns in issues where 
passions run high the most atrocious 
falsehoods are whispered among the 
people and credited by the most intelli- 
gent people. Gossip is a very common sin 
in every neighborhood and among every 
group. Vs. 16b suggests that there is no 
limit to which such maliciousness will 
not extend. 


Love of One’s Neighbor, 
Ley. 19:17-18 


Vs. 17 shows a fine appreciation of the 
inwardness of the sixth commandment 
(cf. Mt. 5:21-11; I Jn. 3:15). The man 
who sees his neighbor’s wrong-doing and 
fails to reason with him (rsv) makes the 
wrong his own. We bear sin because of 
our neighbor when we are silent in the 
presence of evil doing, the idea being that 
silence gives consent. 

On the other hand, we are not to take 
the law into our own hands, we are not 
to take vengeance nor bear a grudge 
against our neighbor. “You shall not 
take vengeance’—applies to personal 
feuds, and also to social wrongs. 

“But you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Here we have the principle 
underlying the whole second table of the 
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law, as well as the specific provisions of 
this chapter of Leviticus. It is the high 
water mark of Old Testament ethics. We 
must not fail to note however that the 
word “neighbor” is used in a narrow 
sense as equivalent to a fellow-Israelite 
or at most to a stranger worshipping Is- 
rael’s God and living in their midst. Our 
Lord removed all such limitations and 
applied the law universally (Lk. 10:29- 
37). He also coupled love of man with 
love to God and made these command- 
ments the summary of the law. 

It is important that we accept the ideal. 
We still face the practical difficulty of 
applying the principle to the problems of 
our daily life. What difference would it 
make if we actually loved that man or 
woman who rubs us the wrong way as 
ourselves, if we loved men of other na- 
tions and races as our own? 


Respect for Persons, James 2:1-13 

“My brethren, have not the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory, 
with respect of persons,” so reads the 
KJv (2:1) more forcible here than the 
(rsv). In his Letters to Young Churches, 
Phillips translates, “Don’t ever attempt 
my brothers, to combine snobbery with 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” What 
is this “respect of persons,” this partial- 
ity (Rsv), this “snobbery” against which 
James warns us? 

In the exposition that follows T shall 
draw largely from The Epistle of James 
written by my revered teacher, Dr. E. C. 
Caldwell, a quarter of a century ago and 
now unfortunately out of print. James’ 
meaning is made clear by the illustration 
given in 2:2-4. Savs Dr. Caldwell: 


“Study that illustration and you will 
know what James means. We have ‘re- 
spect of persons’ when we form our opin- 
ions of a person and treat him in a cer- 
tain way because of his outward rank, or 
position, circumstances, popularity—mere 
externals and accidents—and not because 
of his inward worth and essential char- 
acter.” 

James does not mean, of course, “that 
we are not to pay due regard to the office 
or position a man may hold. As Chris- 
tians, we should respect all who are in 
places of authority and honor, not only 
for their own personal worth, but also be- 
cause of the exalted position they occupy. 
... (But) if our faith is real, if we are 
truly Christian, we shall never show 
contempt for the poor simply because 
they are poor; nor honor the wealthy 
simply because they are wealthv’’——in 
church, we might add, or out of church. 

But why is it wrong for a Christian 
to show such false respect of persons? In 
our passage for study James suggests six 


reasons why Christianity and “respect of 
persons” are inconsistent. 

1. “Respect of persons” is opposed to 
God’s love in Christ. “My brethren,” says 
James, “have not the faith of our Lord, 
the Lord of glory, with respect of per- 
sons.” The Christian faith, James says 
in effect, is faith in Jesus as Lord and 
Christ, or as we might say, in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior, not only our Lord, but 
also Lord of glory, that is, as the one in 
whom the character and love of God 
has been made fully manifest; we who 
have seen him have seen the Father 
(John 14:9). God created all men, 
both rich and poor; he loves all men 
and seeks to redeem all men alike. 
Jesus, when he was here on earth, ex- 
hibited this same impartial love. We 
cannot be loyal to Jesus and show respect 
of persons—above all, in the church 
which bears his name. Genuine faith and 
respect of persons, “cannot live in the 
same heart,” says Dr. Caldwell. 

2. “Respect of persons” is opposed to 
God’s work in man, 1:2-5. If you honor 
the rich at the expense of the poor, James 
asks, ‘‘Have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved 
brethren, Has not God chosen those who 
are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the Kingdom?” Of course, 
not all poor men are rich in faith, but all 
may be, to all of them the gates of heaven 
are open. If then God himself has made 
no distinction between rich and poor, so 
far as the riches of eternity are concerned, 
how dare we make distinctions so far as 
a seat in God’s house is concerned, or 
anywhere else, so far as that is concerned. 
In so far as we do, we set up ourselves 
as judges over against God, judges with 
evil thoughts, rather than judges who 
reflect the mind of Christ. “Respect of 
persons” not only ignores the character 
of the godly poor. But in addition, 

3. “Respect of persons” ignores the 
character and conduct of the worldly rich, 
2:6-7. James would not, of course, char- 
acterize all rich men, or even all the rich 
of his own day, as oppressors and blas- 
phemers, but in the early days of the 
church, in Jerusalem and Palestine and 
beyond, rich non-Christians had often 
persecuted poor Christians. “Is it not 
they who blaspheme that honorable name 
by which you are called?” As Caldwell 
suggests, “The reference may be to the 
attempts of the unbelieving Jews to com- 
pel believers to blaspheme the name of 
Christ. That is precisely what Saul tried 
to do (Acts 26:11).” But it is better, Dr. 
Coldwell thinks, to refer it to the blas- 
phemous utterances of the non-Christian 
Jews or Gentiles themselves. 


“Such was the character and conduct 
of these rich unbelieving Jews; and yet, 
because they were rich and influential, the 
believers were paying them servile defer- 
ence and honoring them above the poor, 
and were guilty of ‘respect of persons’ in 
a most despicable form. We should treat 
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people as their character and real worth 
demand and not according to their wealth 
or rank. By honoring those who are not 
worthy of honor we condemn ourselves. 
By looking on the outward appearance 
and not on the heart we follow un-Chris- 
tian standards and show that we have not 
real faith in Jesus Christ.” 

4, “Respect of persons” violates the 
fundamental principle of Christian life, 
namely love, 2:8-11. Jesus has sum- 
marized God’s demands on man under 
two laws, love for God and love for man. 
This law of love is the royal law because 
it is the supreme law which includes all 
others. One might argue that even if a 
man trangressed the law of Christ in the 
matter of “respect of persons” he was 
only breaking a small part of the law. 
But that is not the case. It is a violation 
of the law of love, and since this is the 
royal law which comprehends all others, 
he has broken not just one of God’s laws, 


but the Law itself. As Roy L. Smith 
comments in the Jnternational Lesson 
Annual: 


“One does not need to break all ten of 
the commandments in order to break fel- 
lowship with Christ. One does not need 
to hate all men in order to suffer the 
spiritual corrosion which results inevita- 
bly from hatred. Unbrotherly attitudes 
‘annot be atoned for by generous gifts to 
college endowments nor can the exploi- 
tation of one’s fellows be balanced by zeal 
in the matter of tithing. The command to 
love is all comprehensive.” 

5. “Respect of persons” violates the 
law of liberty, by which we shall be fi- 
nally judged. Twice in this epistle (1:25; 
2:12) James refers to the law of liberty. 
The late Ernest F. Scott, one of our 
ablest New Testament scholars, wrote: 

“By this he means that the Christian 
must decide each for himself how he may 
best fulfill the will of God. He does not 
have his duties prescribed for him but 
is free to choose them and will be judged 
by the manner in which he uses his free- 
dom. .. James is aware that hostility to 
the gospel is often due to the very fact 
that it brings freedom. Most men are 
afraid of nothing so much as of personal 
responsibility. They will do the very 
hardest things at someone else’s bidding, 
but when it comes to making their own 
decisions they are helpless. They shrink 
from a religion which has no set rules 
to offer and leaves every man to steer his 
own course by the light vouchsafed to 
him.” (Man and Society in the New Tes- 
tament. Scribner and Sons). 


And so we all tend to reduce religion 
to a set of rules, if not the rules pre- 
scribed by our church, then rules of our 
own making, and rules which permit us to 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 
mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 
POSITION WANTED 
COLLEGE GRADUATE desires position as 
church organist, church secretary, or 
combination of both. Experienced; excel- 
lent references; available immediately. 
Contact Miss Anne Renshaw, Route 2, Hen- 
dersonville, North Carolina (Telephone OX- 
ford 3-3761). 
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live at peace with our own conscience. 
In so doing, we are apt to overlook se- 
rious breaches of the law of love which 
are not included in our private code of 
morals. As Roy L. Smith reminds us: 

“Half-truths can be actual lies; humility 
can be made to cloak vanity and pride; 
piety can be very irritating; humor can 
be very cruel; love can become very pos- 
sessive; and orthodoxy can become very 
self-righteous.” 

So it is easy for us to hide from our- 
selves the pride and contempt which un- 
derlies that “respect of persons” which 
we accept as a matter of course, in part, 
because it is shared by so many other- 
wise good people in our own class of 
society. We shall be finally judged not 
by the way in which we have measured 
up to the code of our associates, but by 
the way in which we have lived in ac- 
cordance with the royal law, the law of 
love, which is also the law of liberty. In 
the day of judgment, God will hold us 
accountable for the sin of showing “re- 
spect of persons” to our fellowman. 

6. “Respect of persons” violates the 
principle of mercy, and thereby helps 
to determine our own judgment, 2:13. 
“Blessed are the merciful,” Jesus has 
said, “for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt. 
5:7). They shall obtain mercy, Jesus 
evidently meant, from God as well as 
from man. This is the truth which 
James here has in mind. We shall all 
look for mercy when we are brought be- 
fore the judgment bar of God, and we 
shall all need it. But with the judgment 
we have judged; we shall be judged (Mt. 
7:2). “Respect of persons,’ Dr. Cald- 
well reminds us, “violates the common 
instincts of mercy and compassion. It is 
not merciful to treat men according to 
their outward circumstances or position 
in life. In the day of judgment we shall 
find that God will deal with us without 
mercy, if we have been without mercy to 
our fellowmen in showing “respect of 
persons” in our dealings with them. On 
the other hand, James reminds us that 
“mercy triumphs over judgment” (Rsv). 
If, then, we are merciful toward our fel- 
lowmen in not judging them by their 
outward circumstances, we can expect 
God to be merciful in his judgment of us. 


For Further Consideration 

James was inspired to develop this 
theme, apparently, because of the dis- 
crimination which some of the early 
Christian congregations practiced in re- 
gard to the rich and the poor in their 
services of worship. 

Does such discrimination continue at 
the present time? Ushers certainly do not 
seat worshippers according to their social 
status, but some churches, I have been 
told, do not welcome people who, in their 
judgment, do not belong to their social 
class. On the other hand, there are many 
people in our present day who are unduly 
sensitive. They allow imaginary slights 


or the fear of such slights to keep them 
from the house of God. 

But does James’ principle apply only 
to discrimination based on wealth? Does 
it not apply equally as well to discrim- 
ination based on cultural advantages and 
lack of advantages? And what about 
“respect of persons” based on the color of 
one’s skin? The race problem as we 
know it today was not present in ancient 
Palestine. But would James have writ- 
ten any differently if the congregations 
of his day had sought to segregate Negroes 
in one particular area of the church, or 
God forbid, even turned them away from 
the house of God? Let us read over the 
passage with this thought in mind and 
perhaps God’s living word will come to 
our hearts and minds. 

Does James’ principle apply only to 
discrimination within the church, or does 
it also carry over into the wider life of 
the community, the nation and the world? 
The aspiring peoples of Asia, we are 
told, desire above all else three things: 
political independence, economic suffi- 
ciency, and last, but not least, personal 
and national dignity. Does the gospel 
of Jesus Christ have anything to con- 
tribute regarding this third and all-im- 
portant aim? Many in Asia think not, 
but that is only because so many of us 
do not have the genuine faith of which 
James has written. 

As Dr. Caldwell wrote a full genera- 
tion ago: 

“James’ central thought is this: Faith 
in Jesus Christ, if it be genuine, will 
inevitably prevent all favoritism or par- 
tiality in our treatment of our fellowmen 
and will lead us to regard every human 
being as possessing infinite, potential 
worth and dignity in God’s sight. True 
faith is inconsistent with partialities. 
Faith sees every man, no matter how 
lowly and despised he may be in the eyes 
of the world, as made in the image and 
likeness of God. Real faith has profound 
reverence for the rights and dignities of 
the human personality, seeing in every 
man potentialities of spiritual wealth and 
heirship in the Kingdom of God. ‘Rich in 
faith and heirs of the Kingdom.’” (James 
2:5) 

Faith in Jesus Christ is a living, pow- 
erful energy, according to James. It sup- 
plies the only adequate foundation for 
a world-wide democracy . . . and brother- 
hood. 

In his poem, “A Man’s a Man for a’ 
That,’ Robert Burns well expresses 
James’ idea: 

“The rank is but the guinea’s stamp— 

The man’s the gowd (gold) for a’ that.” 

The Scottish bard concludes his poem 
by predicting that the faith of which 
James writes will one day bring in a real 
brotherhood of man: 

“Then let us pray that come it may—- 

As come it will for a’ that— 

That sense and worth, o’er a’ the earth, 

May bear the gree (prize), an’ a’ that, 

It’s coming’ yet, for a’ that— 

That man to man, the world o’er, 

Shall brithers be for a’ that.” 
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BOOK NOTES 


Book club selections: 

Book Finp CLus (Midsummer): The 
William Saroyan Reader, George Brazil- 
lier, Inc.; (August) Anthology of Jap- 
anese Literature and Modern Japanese 
Literature, edited by Donald Keane. 
Grove. 

BooK-OF-THE-MoNnTH (August): The 
Russian Revolution, by Alan Moorehead. 
Harper. 

PasTORAL PsycHoLocy (July): The 
Urge to Punish, by Henry Weihofen. 
Farrar, Straus & Cudahy. 

Putpir (July): The Table of the 
Lord, by Charles L. Wallis. Harper. 

RE.icious (July): The Twelve Christ 
Chose, by Asbury Smith. Harper. 

* * * 

J. B. Phillips’ The New Testament 
in Modern English will soon be published 
by Macmillan. It will contain all of 
Mr. Phillips’ translations of the New 
Testament of the past ten years or more. 
The Gospels, The Young Church in 
Action, Letters to Young Churches and 
The Book of Revelation have sold a total 
of 809,000 copies in this country alone. 
He was stimulated in the publication of 
his first book, Letters to Young Churches, 
by C. S. Lewis who suggested the title. 
He first used his translations to instruct 
members of the youth group of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in South 
Fast London. Despite the fact that his 
church was destroyed by the blitz, he 
went on with his translations. Letters 
to Young Churches has had a worldwide 
sale of more than 1,000,000 copies to 
date. 





It may be that a church here or there 
will copy a practice used by some banks. 
The Cedargrove, N. J., office of the Na- 
tional Newark & Essex Bonking Co. 
offers a choice of one of four books to 
people who open new accounts ($10 min- 
imum) or for each additional $50 de- 
posit. We can think of a number of 
ways in which churches might even more 
appropriately make some book presenta- 
tions. * ok * 


AUTHORS WANTED — 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER 


New York, N. Y.—One of the nation’s largest 
book publishers is seeking book-length manu- 
scripts of all types—fiction, non-fiction, poetry. 
Special attention to new writers. For more in- 
formation, send for booklet P—it’s free. Vantage 
Press, 120 W. 31 St., New York 1. (Branches in: 


Washington, D.C., Chicago, Hollywood, Calif.) 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 








¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 25. SCRANTON 2. —_— 


JULY 7, 1958 


LOVE, SKILL & MYSTERY. A Handbook 
to Marriage. By Theodor Bovet. Doubleday 
& Co., New York. 188 pp., $3.50. 

This volume is far more than one of 
the highly-publicized marriage manuals 
and it deserves the enthusiastic reception 
it has already received—more than 100,- 
000 copies sold in Europe. The author is 
a Swiss, Protestant doctor and marriage 
counselor, widely in demand as a lec- 
turer, and a member of groups like the 
International Union of Family Organi- 
zations, a consultative body of the United 
Nations and UNESCO. 

Dr. Bovet has written a highly impor- 
tant book for married couples and also 
for counselors and pastors. David R. 
Mace, professor of human relations in 
Drew University and chairman of the 
International Commission on Marriage 
Guidance, has written the foreword in 
which he says: 

“IT cannot believe that there exists a 
married man or woman who will not be 
the better for reading what Dr. Bovet, out 
of his life-long experience, has to say... . 
I believe that no serious student of mar- 
riage, no teacher or counselor in the fam- 
ily field can afford to ignore the contribu- 
tion Dr. Bovet has to make to our quest 
for a wholesome, balanced understanding 
of the true nature of the relationship be- 
tween man and woman.” 

Add this: Put the book in the hands 
of young couples as they prepare for mar- 
riage or as early in their married life as 
possible. It will do much to set their 
relationships on a high plane. 

It is probable that no such book as 
this has ever been written before—-cne 
with the depth of knowledge and under- 
standing of marriage relationships, the 
skill and training of a psychologist and 


Free to WRITERS 


seeking a book publisher 


Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures tell how to 
publish your book, get 40% royalties, national ad- 
vertising, publicity and promotion. 

Free editorial appiaisal. Write Dept. PO 7. 


Exposition Press / 386 4th Ave., N.Y. 16 
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mum estate benefits. 
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physician, with the thought of a pene- 
trating and dynamic Christian. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Lands Between. John S. Badeau. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.95, cloth. $1.75, 
paper. 

Half a Highlander. Iain Hamilton. E. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.50. 

American Heritage. June 1958. American 
Heritage, N. Y. $2.95. 

The Book of Tobit. Frank Zimmerman. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $5. 

The Stories of the Christian Church. 
Winthrop S. Hudson. Harper & Bros., N. 
Y. $2.25. 

The Shadows They Cast. Janette T. Har- 
rington. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.95, 
cloth. $1.50, paper. 

New Voices, Old Worlds. Paul Geren. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.95, cloth. $1.50, 
paper. 

17 Million Jobs. John Perry. McGraw- 
Hill Book Co., N. Y. $3.95. 

How to Win A College Scholarship. David 
R. Turner & Harry A. Tarr. Arco Publish- 
ing Co., N. Y. $3.00, paper. 

Modern Literature and the Religious 
Frontier. Nathan A. Scott, Jr. Harper & 
Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

Kalena. Esma Rideout Booth. Longmans, 
Green & Co., N. Y. $3. 

Letters to My God. Dagobert D. Runes. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $2. 

60 Short Talks for Superintendents and 
Youth Leaders. J. Vernon Jacobs. Standard 
Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
$1.50, paper. 

Object Talks for Special Occasions. Ruth 
C. Clark. Standard Publishing Foundation, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. $1.00, paper. 











Checkerette wardrobe units have in 
addition to great capacity, strength, 
—— , and the fold-away feature. 

hey can be set up anywhere in a minute 
without tools, or taken down and stored 
away when not in use. 


No. S-4-CT Checkerette 

Can be assembled with 
hanger shelf at top. Normal 
or low. Holds 24 hats and 
coats on hangers (or 32 on 
hooks) in 4 ft. 












No. D4-CT Checkerette 
More capacity than any other 
4 ft. rack (up to 64). Fold- 
away, adjustable shelves, 
caster base, etc. 















m Two, three and = 
four foot lengths— e 
can be interlocked. a 
Hanger bars take coat an 
hangers or hooks. 
No. H-4-CT 
Holds 50 hats in 4 ft. (Also 
3 ft. unit). On caster base, 
popular as portable sta- 
tionery, display, or vault rack. 
No. 4 Umbrella Stand 
Units to hold 24 or 16 
umbrellas. 
No. 98 Stormrak 
Holds 8 umbrellas, 9 pr. 
overshoes. 
Write for Ca Sheets CT-525 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Presbyterian, U. S. 

Edwin R. Short from Sikeston, Mo., 
to the Southeast church, Indiana Ave. at 
36th St., Kansas City 28, Mo. 

Stuart R. Oglesby is retiring July 31 
after serving as pastor of Central church, 
Atlanta, Ga., for 28 years. 

Arch L. MacNair, DeLand, Fla., will 
become pastor of Memor:al church, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., Aug. 15. 

R. Gerald Smith, Eutaw, Ala., pastor 
will be on active duty with the U. S. Air 
Force as a chaplain during the next sev- 
eral months. 

Neely McCarter, minister to students 
at the University of Florida, Gaines- 
ville, will be at 409 Prospect St., New 
Haven, Conn. beginning July 15. He will 
be engaged in graduate studies. 

J. F. Menius, from Fayetteville, N. C., 
to Flemington, Ga. 

Hubert F. Taylor, Columbia Seminary 
professor, who was awarded one of the 
faculty fellowships by the American As- 
sociation of Theological Schools is study- 
ing at Northwestern University toward 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
the field of public speaking. His family 
will join him there in September. 

J. Harris Stephens, from Richmond, 
Va., to the Bedford, Va., church. 

Chauncey V. Farrell, of the Shawnee 
church, Louisville, Ky., has been called 
to the Elizabethtown, Ky., church. 

M. McK. Calhoun, who has been asso- 
ciate pastor of the First church, Marietta, 
Ga., has begun his new work as pastcr 
of the newly-organized John Knox church 
in Marietta. 

J. C. Watson, from Whitehaven, Tenn., 
to Tchula, Miss. 

William B. Hood, from Wallace, N. C., 
to 319 Bluff St., Rockmart, Ga. 

John F. McCloy, from Weems, Va. to 
1807 W. 42nd St., Richmond, Va., where 
he is pastor of the Porter St. church. 

H. Earl Woodall, from Arvonia, Va., 
to Rt. 1, McLeansville, Va. 

John E. Talmadge, from Taejon, Korea, 
to 235 Inman Drive, Decatur, Ga. 

William T. Kennon is now supplying 
the pulpit of the Highland church, Louis- 
ville, Ky., Wm. A. Benfield having be- 
come pastor of First church, Shreveport, 
La., and Conrad G. Crow, associate pas- 
tor, accepting a call to Crescent Hill 
church. Wouisville 








Presbyterian, U.P. USA 

Hugh Espy Kelsey, from Philadelphia, 
Pa., to 200 W. Clinton Ave., Tenafly, 
N. J. 

W. Robert Caldwell, from Darlington, 
Pa., to Rt. 3, McDonald, Pa. 

Donovan O. Norquist, who has been 
assistant dean of field service at Prince- 
ton Seminary, has become associate pas- 
tor of the Church of the Covenant, Wil- 
mington, Del. 

H. David McCalmont, from 
Iowa, to the Deerhurst U. P. church, 
257 Deerhurst Blvd., Kenmore 23, N. Y. 

E. Burgett Welsh, from New Concord, 
Ohio, to 603 E. University St., Wooster, 
Chio. 

D. R. Hutchinson, 
Ind., to Gen. Delivery, 


Gibson, 


from Huntington, 
Marathon, Fla. 


MARRIED 


William S. Patterson and Linda Bev- 
eridge Lynch were married June 22 in 
the First church, Wilson, N. C. After 
July 18, their address will be Presbyte- 
rian Home, High Point, N. C. 


THEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


President Ernest C. Colwell of the 
Southern California School of Theology 
was elected president of the American 
Association of Theological Schools at 
the recent meeting in Boston. Other of- 
ficers are: Duke K. McCall, Louisville, 
Ky., vice-president; F. W. Schroeder, St. 
Louis, Mo., treasurer. 


SUSPENDED 

John Hayes Creighton, 64, has been 
suspended. by San Francisco Presbytery 
as pastor of the 1,000-member Old First 
church, San Francisco, where he has 
served for 23 years. Accused of over- 
changing couples for various services 
in connection with the marriage, he has 
appealed to the Synod of California, 
claiming the support of a majority of his 
congregation. 


TRAVEL 


Arnold B. Poole, First church, Logan, 
W. Va., is taking the Peace and Spiritual 
Life Seminar Tour of Europe and Russia 
this summer. 

Two Presbyterian College (S.C.) Bible 
professors are touring Bible lands this 
summer, on separate itineraries: T. Lay- 
ton Fraser and Joseph M. Gettys with 
Mrs. Gettys. 


DEATHS 


Jeremiah Stephen Crowley, 94, Wil- 
mington, N. C., died May 14. Before his 
retirement in 1933, he had been serving 
the Westminster and Richland, S. C., 
group of churches. Earlier pastorates 
had been in Fla., Va., and N. C. He was 
a native of Ireland. 


LEGION 


Shelton M. Hutchinson, pastor of the 
Smallwood church, Charlotte, N. C., has 
been elected State Commander of the 
American Legion. He had formerly served 
as chaplain. 








DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 








JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1958 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 


for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








Maryville 
College 


(Founded 1819) 


A liberal arts, coeducational college related to the Pres- 
ang Church USA., 
lum in 26 major subject areas. Fully accredited. Students 
from 35 states and several foreign countries in student 
body of about eight hundred. Cost of $780 a year for tui- 
tion, board, room, and fees, 
possible through widely-known Student Help Program. 


Address President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


offering a well-balanced curricu- 


with substantial reduction 











WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. 


Send for illustrated booklet 
Thomas A. Spragens, President 


Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








al func- 
Presby- 
lities. 


Ile, Ky. 





